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SYNOPSIS 

I Am chronicles the journey of an Indian lesbian filmmaker 

who returns to Delhi, eleven years later, to re-open what was 

once home, and finally confronts the loss of her mother whom 

she never came out to. As she meets and speaks to parents of 

other gay and lesbian Indians, she pieces together the fabric 

of what family truly means, in a landscape where being gay was 

until recently a criminal and punishable offense.





DIRECTOR’S NOTES

I started making I Am in 2005. My personal experience of leading a closeted 

life and my inability to come out to my mother before she died, serves as 

not only the motivation, but also the starting point for the film. As I began 

to come out to some of my friends, I noticed that this was not as muted, 

or invisible, or shameful a subject as I had perceived it to be. I managed to 

connect with a community of people who were out to their parents, some 

of whom were even very accepting and understanding. As a departure from 

my own story, I Am became a portrait of various Indian families, living in 

India, dealing with having a gay or lesbian family member. 

I knew that I wanted to focus on people living in India, because at the 

time, lawyers in favor of keeping Section 377 (the law that criminalized 

homosexuality in India) argued that homosexuality was a western import 

and that it was not part of Indian culture and history. What was ironic was 

that they were fighting to keep in place a British law that was exactly that.

I Am is an innovative film that takes more than simply creative risks. The 

experience of making this film has shown me the power in representing 

one’s self and one’s community from the inside, striking a balance between 

the need to inform and the need to maintain privacy.

I hope that the film strikes a chord for both queer and straight people and 

helps engage in dialogue between communities, generations, and cultures. 

The fairly dominant Americentric debate on gay and lesbian rights in the 

US needs the often-ignored racial and ethnic minority perspective. The 

stories might be Indian, but its universal themes of familial relationships, 

issues around tolerance, understanding and acceptance of diversity within 

families, makes I Am a compelling film that is accessible to all audiences.





PRODUCTION NOTES

Total Running Time: 71 minutes

Aspect Ratio: 4:3

Shooting Format: 24p Mini DV, 16mm film, Hand-Painted 16mm film, Super 8mm 

archival home movies, VHS home movies

Color and Black & White

Language: English and Hindi (with English Subtitles)





QUOTES

“I Am is brilliant. It’s sad, funny, tragic, elegiac, historic and above all 

triumphant. It is a personal story and a story about an entire continent.”

— Sam Kauffmann
Professor of Film & Television, Boston University

“Horace, echoing the sentiments of many a poet and philosopher, said. “If 

you would have me weep, you must first of all feel grief yourself.” Without 

question, at the crux of Sonali Gulati’s film is her ability to personally connect 

with her interviewees, thus dissolving the barrier between the camera and 

subject. The result is an intimate heart and thought-provoking documentary 

about coming out in India.”

—  Amber Dawn

Director of Programming, Vancouver Queer Film Festival

“Using her own life and regret for not revealing that she was a lesbian before 

mother died as a starting point, Sonali Gulati’s I Am explores an India wrestling 

with deeply held traditions, mores and vestiges of a centuries old legal system 

that devalues and dehumanizes. Beautifully shot and multilayered, Gulati 

has crafted a sublimely touching and powerful film that reaffirms that while 

society and laws may change, the concept of family is still society’s core value 

and greatest source of strength.”

— Charles Judson
Atlanta Film Festival 

“What can one say about a film as layered, nuanced, and complex as this in a 

sentence or two? Our lives--as desi queers--are about silences; and this film 

has the courage to go where the silences are. And in doing so, the filmmaker 

captures the contradictory woof and warp, the paradoxical textures of 

acceptance, denial, rejection, and understanding that is so many of our lived 

experiences.  It is a wonderfully teachable film: it is not only about desi queers 

and parents, but about longing & belonging, woundedness & healing, and the 

search for (our)selves.”

— Sivagami Subbaraman
Director, LGBTQ Resource Center, Georgetown University





AWARDS

Grand Jury Prize
Best Documentary

IFFLA

Special Jury Award
Kashish Film Festival

Mumbai

Audience Award 
Best Documentary Philadelphia 

Asian American Film Festival

Jury Prize 
Best Documentary

Montreal LGBT Film Festival

Grand Jury Prize
Asian Film Festival 

of Dallas

Audience Award
Asian Film Festival 

of Dallas

Best Documentary 
Fargo-Moorhead LGBT Film 

Festival

Best Documentary Feature
Asian Film Festival of Dalls

Best Documentary 
Queer Lisboa 
Film Festival

Audience Award 
Best Documentary Bangalore 

Queer Film Festival

Best Gay / Lesbian
Great Lakes International 

Film Festival

Jury Prize 
Best Documentary 

Long Island Gay & Lesbian 
Film Festival





SONALI GULATI

Writer/ Director/ Producer/ Executive Producer

Sonali Gulati is an independent filmmaker, a feminist, grass-roots activist, 

and an educator. She is an Associate Professor at Virginia Commonwealth 

University’s Department of Photography & Film. She has an MFA in Film 

& Media Arts from Temple University and a BA in Critical Social Thought 

from Mount Holyoke College. Gulati grew up in New Delhi and has been 

organizing the South Asian queer rights movement for over a decade. 

She has made several films that have screened at over three hundred film 

festivals worldwide. She has won awards, grants, and fellowships from the 

Third Wave Foundation, World Studio Foundation, the Virginia Museum of 

Fine Arts Fellowship, the Theresa Pollak Prize for Excellence in the Arts, and 

most recently a grant from the Creative Capital Foundation.

ANUPAMA CHANDRA

Editor

Anupama Chandra is a film editor, with a graduate diploma in film editing 

from the Film and Television Institute of India in Pune, India. Over the 

last ten years she has worked as an editor on several documentary films. 

Some of her recent work includes The Other Song (2008) by Saba Dewan-

-awarded the Macenet prize for the best international documentary at 

the Pusan International Film Festival, 2009; The Sun Behind the Clouds 

(2009) by Ritu Sarin and Tenzing Sonam--Vaclav Havel Award, One World 

Film Festival, Prague, 2009; Some Questions on the Nature of Your 

Existence (2007) by Ritu Sarin and Tenzing Sonam; (installation) exhibited 

at Thyssen-Bornemisza Art Contemporary Collection, Vienna and Mori 

Art Museum, Tokyo; Walking on a Moonbeam (2006) by Madhureeta 

Anand--winner at Mumbai International Film Festival, 2006; The Torn First 

Pages (2005) by Amar Kanwar--a 19 channel video installation exhibited at  

Stedelijk Museum (Amsterdam), Marian Goodman Gallery (New York), and 

the National Museum (Oslo), among others.



JEN SCHWARTZ

Composer

Jen Schwartz is a singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist and music 

entrepreneur. She has over 25 years of experience as a professional 

musician, and received numerous awards for her drumming from 

institutions such as Berklee College of Music and the International 

Association for Jazz Education. Schwartz graduated from Mount Holyoke 

College with a BA in Art and Electro-acoustic music. She also studied music 

at both Smith College and the University of Massachusetts (Amherst), 

and received audio engineering training from APG Studios and Ursa 

Minor, both in the San Francisco Bay Area. She released a solo album in 

2000 that charted Top-5 in college markets across the U.S.  Schwartz also 

recorded and toured with Tribe 8, an infamous queercore band from San 

Francisco.  She is the owner of Rampage Productions, a service business 

for independent musicians in Los Angeles, and is a voting member of The 

Recording Academy.  Currently, she is recording tracks for a new project 

called Me Of A Kind out of the Rampage Productions recoding studio.



PUBLICITY & DISTRIBUTION CONTACT

Sonali Gulati

sonalifilm@yahoo.com

cell  +1 631-245-1747

fax +1 804-716-0787

www.sonalifilm.com

www.facebook.com/iamdocumentary


